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cent of the world supply and exports 90 per cent of the amount
produced.

TRAN SPORT ATION

The mountainous character of Switzerland makes the construction
and maintenance of roads and railroads difficult and expensive. In spite
of this handicap, the central location of the country, its position on the
transalpine routes, and its dependence upon foreign trade and the tour-
ist traffic, have caused transportation facilities to be unusually well
developed.

Switzerland has a greater mileage of railways in proportion to its
population than any other European nation, except Belgium and the
United Kingdom. The plateau, having the most favorable relief and
containing the greatest population, naturally has the densest rail net,
but even the mountain districts are well served, and some of these
mountain railways are wonderful examples of engineering skill. The
Swiss railroads are connected with those of all the bordering nations.
Basel is especially important in this connection, because upon that city
converge lines from Frankfurt, Hamburg, Rotterdam, Anvers and
Paris. The lines from the Rhone Valley enter through Geneve, those
from Bavaria through Schaffhausen, and those from Austria through
Sargons. Toward the south the Simplon and St. Gotthard Tunnels

TABLE   IOO

LENGTH AND ELEVATION OF PRINCIPAL ALPINE TuNNELs1   -

Tunnel
	Length (yards)
	Elevation (yards)

Simplon
	21 .6^7
	77O

St. Gotthard ............
	........  i6,4.cn
	I ,262

Lotschberg ...............
	........  15,888
	I.36O

Mont Cenis ........
	....         14., 0^4.
	I ,4.1^

Arlberg ..................
	........   II ,192
	I ,4.^2

Ricken ..................
	........    9 , 403
	680

Munster-Grenchen .......
	........    9,356
	5Q7

Hauenstein ...............
	........    8 , 907
	494

Mont d'Or
	.....    6,666
	870

Albula           .........
	........    6,409
	1,995

Weissenstein ..............
	........    4 , 044
	789

Wasserfluh . .             , . . .
	......    3,888
	718

Albis ...............
	. .   .    3,672
	565

Jungfraubahn               . . .
	......    3,585
	3,455


	
	

1Spreng, A.,  Wirtschaftsgeographie der Schweis, Geographischer Kartenverlag,
Kummerly & Frey, Bern, 1925.